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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-24 are presented for examination 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of 
section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American 
Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual 
Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do 
not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly- 
or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the 
amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-3, 5-14, 16-17 and 19-24 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rosenberg et al US Patent 

Number 7028082, hereinafter "Rosenberg" 
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As per claims 1,13 and 17, Rosenberg teaches a multimedia 
reproducing system (Fig. 2) comprising: 

a first client apparatus (202, fig. 2) including an 
uploading unit operable to transmit data from a desired medium 
to a server apparatus (218, fig. 2), the server apparatus 
including a data registering unit operable to register data 
transmitted from said first client apparatus by said uploading 
unit to a user record area prepared in advance for individual 
users (user profile 219 are stored in server 218); a list 
presenting unit operable to present a list of contents available 
for selection to a second client apparatus based on data 
registered by the data registering unit (a playlist (fig. 4) 
according to profile of user 110 at device 202 or 299 is 
•presented) ; and a server data transmitting/receiving unit 
operable to transmit data selected on said second client 
apparatus to said second client apparatus (col. 8, lines 49-53) t 
; wherein the second client apparatus comprises a selecting unit 
operable to select a desired content from the list presented by 
the list presenting unit (user 110 selects desired content col. 
2, lines 53-65) and a reproducing unit (processing unit 212) 
operable to receive the. data transmitted from the server data 
transmitting/receiving unit and reproduce the data through 
decoding (decoder 222, fig. 2) that corresponds to a media type 
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(col. 10, lines 1-18 and fig. 26). 
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As per claims 2 and 14, Rosenberg teaches a multimedia 
reproducing system of claim 1, wherein the reproducing unit 
includes a plurality of decoders corresponding to a media type 
and is operable to select a decoder that corresponds to the 
desired medium (consumer device 202 includes one or more 
receivers 210 that are operable to tune to a particular 
broadcast audio or audio/video channel which implies plurality 
of decoding system col. 5, lines 9-33). 

As per claim 3, Rosenberg teaches multimedia reproducing system 
of claim 1, wherein the reproducing unit includes a decoder and 
memory operable to store a plurality of decoding programs that 
correspond to a media type and is operable to select a decoding 
program that corresponds to the desired medium (col. 5, lines 9- 
41). 

As per claim 5, Rosenberg teaches multimedia reproducing system 
of claim 1, wherein the first client apparatus includes a 
function selecting unit operable to select an operation mode 
relating to a reproduction quality, equalization, or notifying 
the server apparatus of selection content (see fig. 16 and 17); 
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and the server apparatus includes an operation screen generating 
unit operable to generate an operation screen presented on said 
second client apparatus based on the content of the function 
selected by said function selecting unit, and transmit the 
screen to the second client apparatus (col. 12, lines 15-43). 

As per claims 6,16,19 and 23, Rosenberg teaches the multimedia 
reproducing system, wherein the second client apparatus includes 
a function selecting unit operable to select an operation mode 
relating to a reproduction quality, equalization, or notifying 
the server apparatus of selection content (see fig. 16 and 17); 
and the server apparatus includes an -operation screen generating 
unit operable to generate an operation screen presented on said 
second client apparatus based on the content of the function 
selected by said function selecting unit, and transmit the 
screen to the second client apparatus (col. 12, lines 15-43). 

As per claim 7, Rosenberg teaches multimedia reproducing system 
of claim 1, wherein the list presenting unit provides the second 
client apparatus with a list of contents prepared by the server 
apparatus (col. 12, lines 15-43); and the server apparatus 
includes a charging unit operable to conduct purchase processing 
of selected content (see fig. 8, purchase button) . 
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As per claim 8, Rosenberg teaches multimedia reproducing system 
of claim 7, wherein the data registering unit registers data 
relates to selected content in the user record area (In one 
embodiment, after user 110 selects purchase-button 804, device 
202 communicates with a remote server to verify that the user is 
qualified to make the purchase (e.g., does the user have enough 
money is his or her account) (step 914) . This implies user is 
registered with the system. 

As per claim 9, Rosenberg teaches multimedia reproducing system 
of claim 1, further comprising: a last position storing unit 
operable to store last position information indicating the last 
reproduction position by said reproducing unit; and a last 
position managing unit operable to manage reading and writing of 
the. last position information to and from the last position 
storing unit; wherein the data relates to content selected by 
said second client apparatus is reproduced from a position 
corresponding to the last position information stored in the 
last position storing unit (col. 19, lines 1-21 and col. 17, 
lines 22-49) . 

As per claim 10, Rosenberg teaches multimedia reproducing system 
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of claim 9, wherein the server data transmitting/receiving unit 
obtains data corresponding to content selected on the second 
client apparatus starting from the position corresponding to the 
last position information stored in the last position storing 
unit, and transmits the data to the second client apparatus 
(col. 19, lines 1-21 and col. 17, lines 22-49). 

As per claim 11, Rosenberg teaches multimedia reproducing system 
of claim 10, further comprising a last position managing unit in 
said second client apparatus, and is operable to transmit the 
last position information to the server apparatus (col. 19, 
lines 1-21 and col. 17, lines 22-49). 

As per claim 12 Rosenberg teaches multimedia reproducing system 
of claim 10, wherein the last position managing unit and the 
last position storing unit are provided in the server apparatus, 
and the last position information is stored in the server 
apparatus (col. 17, lines 22-49). 

As per claim 20*, Rosenberg teaches the server apparatus of claim 
17, wherein the list presenting unit provides a list of contents 
prepared by the server apparatus, and the server apparatus 
further comprises a charging unit operable to conduct purchase 
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processing of a selected content when said client apparatus 
selects the content prepared by said server apparatus (col. 9, 
lines 42-56 and col. 12, lines 15-43). 

As per claim 21, Rosenberg teaches the server apparatus of claim 
20, wherein data corresponding to selected content is registered 
to said user record area when the content is selected on the 
client apparatus "In one embodiment,- after user 110 selects 
purchase-button 804, device 202 communicates with a remote 
server to verify that the user is qualified to make the purchase 
(e.g., does the user have enough money is his or her account) 
(step 914)" (col. 42-56) . This implies user is registered with 
the system. 

As per claim 22, Rosenberg teaches a multimedia reproducing 
method (fig. 2), comprising the acts of: 
providing a server (server 280); 

providing a user record area on the server (col. 14, lines 
19-31) ; providing a first client apparatus operable to connect 
with the server through a network (299); providing a second 
client apparatus operable to connect with the server apparatus 
through a network (202); selecting content through the second 
client apparatus (col. 9, lines 42-56 and col. 12, lines 15-43); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/7 1 3 5 770 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2153 

registering data from a desired medium to the user record area 
on the server apparatus (col. 4, lines 49-67 and col. 42-56); 
selecting a decoder on the second client apparatus based on the 
medium used to reproduce the content (decoder 222 and fig. 22 
and 23) ; and decoding data transmitted from the server to the 
second client apparatus- (decoder 222, fig. 2 and col. 10, lines 
1-18 and fig. 26) . . 

As per claim 23, Rosenberg teaches the multimedia reproducing 
method of claim 22 further comprising the act of selecting an 
operating mode relating to reproduction quality or equalization 
(see fig. 16 and 17) . 

As per claim 24, Rosenberg teaches the multimedia reproducing 
method of claim 22 wherein the server apparatus generates an 
'operation screen presented on said second client apparatus based 
on the content of the selected function and transmits the screen 
to said second client apparatus (col. 9, lines 42-56 and col. 12, 
lines 15-43) . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 4,15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over by Rosenberg et al US Patent Number 7028082, 
hereinafter "Rosenberg" in view of Dodrill et al USPN. 6643621, 
(hereinafter "Dodrill") . 

As per claims 4 and 18, although Rosenberg shows substantial 
features of the claimed invention, he does not explicitly show 
converting data content into a predetermined format 
Nonetheless, this feature is well known in the art and would 
have been an obvious modification of the system disclosed by 
Rosenberg, as evidenced by Dodrill USPN. (6643621) . 
In analogous art, whose invention is a method for referencing 
and producing audio information, discloses "conversion operation 
specifies an audio output format that is compatible with the 
type of audio data that is compatible with the originator of the 
request for information [Col. 7, lines 32-35 and col. 15, lines 
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28-38] . Giving the teaching of Dodrill, a person of ordinary 
skill in the art would have readily recognized the desirability 
and the advantage of modifying Rosenberg by employing the system 
of Dodrill so that the appropriate format that is compatible to 
each is user's multimedia output system. 

Dodrill further teaches wherein the server data 

transmitting/receiving unit transmits the data corresponding to 
* 

content in the predetermined format to the client apparatus 
[abstract, Col. 7, lines 32-35 and col. 15, lines 28-38]. 

As per claim 15, Dodrill as modified teaches wherein the 
reproducing unit is provided with a decoder that corresponds to 
a predetermined format and decodes data converted into the 
predetermined format [Col. 7, lines 32-35 and col. 15, lines 28- 
3.8] . 

Conclusion 

The prior made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yasin 
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Barqaclle whose telephone number is 571-272-3947. The examiner 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Glenn Burgess can be 
reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 



After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status^ 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained form the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR system. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 
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